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Founded in
Research

All ELEVATE, conference sessions are based on
research and/or evidence-based content and

practices and guaranteed to be presented in a
way that engages attendees in hands-on

activities and models instructional best-practices. 

Next Day
Implementation

Every session you attend will provide you with
lesson ideas and activity resources that you can

take back to your classroom and use
immediately!

Vetted
Speakers

At ELEVATE, we set the bar high! All presenters
are required to support their presentation
content with current research, model best-
practice instructional methods, incorporate
active-engagement strategies within their

sessions, and provide complementary lesson
plans/activities for attendees to take back and

use immediately in their classrooms.

Who We Are
ELEVATE is the premiere professional

development for primary Pre-K - 2nd Grade
Educators. Our Selection of highly

accomplished national speakers, are either
currently teachers, administrators, specialists,

coaches or consultants working in schools. 



The definition says it all….and at ELEVATE, that’s what we are all
about: Supporting and uplifting early childhood and elementary
educators in their quest to improve instruction for the students they
serve.  
 
This conference was designed with the core objective of supporting
educators who work selflessly in the classroom each day, giving their
all. The ELEVATE team consists of highly experienced and award-
winning educators who are currently teaching in the classroom or
actively serving in schools.  
 
We SEE you. 
We know your struggles. 
We APPRECIATE you. 
 
ELEVATE is here to support YOU. Our conferences will provide you
with the absolute best professional development sessions offered
for Pre-k to 2nd grade educators. Every ELEVATE conference will
include multiple sessions on all core academic strands (including
reading, writing, math, science, & social studies), as well as
administrative, SEL, school culture, classroom management, and
culturally responsive teaching workshops. 
 
And what’s more important is that our support doesn’t stop there!
ELEVATE is much more than a conference you attend. After joining
us for an in-person professional development experience, you are
invited into our ELEVATE community. This is a place where educators
across the country digitally come together to provide continued
support and encouragement for one another. Think of it as a social-
media-based PLC. Post your questions. Request support. Share your
challenges. We’ll be right there to provide long-term support. We’ve
got you! 
 
Ready to ELEVATE your classroom?

Join us in Phoenix!
 
 

elevate verb
el· e· vate | \ ˈe-lə- ˌvāt , -vət \ verb 1: to lift up; raise to a higher
level 2: to improve intellectually, morally, or culturally 3: to
promote or uplift another  4: to raise to a higher cognitive or
conceptual level 5: to put in high spirits



JOIN US IN
PHOENIX, AZ!

LOCATION & HOTEL

REGISTER HERE
Sheraton Phoenix Downtown
340 N 3rd St
Phoenix, AZ 85004

We have discounted room rates!
Limited rooms available so be
sure to book your room as soon
as possible. 

DatesTicket Price

Early Bird Full Access VIP Pass

Full-Access VIP Pass

Full-Access At The Door

$300

$350

$400

Now through Aug 31, 2023

Sept 1 - June 30, 2024

July 1 - July 11, 2024

BOOK HOTEL

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elevate-your-classroom-phoenix-2024-tickets-641132684117
https://book.passkey.com/event/50547278/owner/68648/home


Science Social
Emotional
Learning

Diversity,
Equity,

Inclusivity,
and

Accessibility

English
Language
Learners

Science of
Reading

Data Driven
Instruction

School
Culture

English
Language Arts

Play Based
Learning

The Arts STEAM Writing

Fine Motor Social
Studies

Math Classroom
Management

Topics Covered at
ELEVATE! Phoenix



4 pm - 6 pm Registration

6 pm Keynote by Gerry

7 pm Meet & Greet

REGISTER HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elevate-your-classroom-phoenix-2024-tickets-641132684117


8:15 am - 9:15 am Morning Keynote 
with Kim Bearden!

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Mr. Greg - Giveaways &

More!

9:30 am - 11:45 am Breakout Sessions

11:45 am - 1:15 pm Lunch on Your Own

1:15 pm - 2:15 pm Breakout Sessions

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Breakout Sessions

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm Breakout Sessions

REGISTER HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elevate-your-classroom-phoenix-2024-tickets-641132684117


8:15 am - 9:15 am Morning Dance Party

with Jack Hartmann!

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Closing Keynote by
Mr. Greg!

9:30 am - 10:30 am Breakout Sessions

10:45 am - 11:45 am Breakout Sessions

11:45 am - 1:15 pm Lunch on Your Own

1:15 pm - 2:15 pm Breakout Sessions

REGISTER HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elevate-your-classroom-phoenix-2024-tickets-641132684117


FEATURING...

REGISTER HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elevate-your-classroom-phoenix-2024-tickets-641132684117


Howdy! I am Mr. Greg from The Kindergarten Smorgasboard. I have been teaching
for 16 years. I spent a year teaching fifth grade, two years in second grade and am
now in my 13th year in Kindergarten. Kindergarten is my passion and my calling
but honestly, that wasn’t how it started. When I was moved to Kindergarten (not
voluntarily!) I called my mommy and cried. But on the first day, I fell in love and
knew that Kindergarten is where I belonged. I have remained in Kindergarten ever
since. I plan to never leave the classroom as the kids are what drive me to
continue my growth as a teacher and person.

I received my bachelors degree from Indiana University and received my ELL
certification from David Lipscomb University. At the beginning of my career I spent
two summers teaching in Ecuador which only helped to fan the flames of my
passion for teaching. In 2015 I was selected as Teacher Of The Year by my peers. I
have a monthly broadcast on YouTube called Submission for Smorgie LIVE. I enjoy
blogging, creating curriculum and resources for my classroom and conducting
professional development sessions to help teachers around the world make their
classrooms a more fun, effective and interactive place to teach.

When I’m not in the classroom, blogging and doing all things teach, I enjoy
spending time with my family. I live in Nashville, Tennessee with my husband
(known as The Mister on my blog), our 2 yr old daughter, Adelynn and our
goldendoodle, Butters.



Gerry Brooks is a veteran educator in Lexington, Kentucky. His educational
experience includes six years in the classroom, two years as an intervention
specialist, and 12 years as an administrator.

He is a passionate public speaker whose focus is on encouraging and helping
teachers improve their instructional abilities. He also has a desire to help
administrators successfully lead their staff.

An encouraging speaker, he has spoken to educational groups all around the
nation. His focus is on encouraging teachers to improve their instruction through
personal climate and culture strategies. He desires to help administrators focus on
how to lead all staff in a positive and constructive manner.



Kim Bearden is the cofounder and a language arts teacher at the highly
acclaimed Ron Clark Academy, an innovative middle school and educator-
training facility in Atlanta. Each year, over 15,000 educators from around the world
visit Kim’s classroom and attend her workshops to learn better ways to engage
students, build relationships, foster creativity, enhance communication, and
create a climate and culture for success. 

In 2016, Kim was honored at the White House for being inducted into to the
National Teachers Hall of Fame. She was selected from over 70,000 nominations to
be honored as the Disney American Teacher Awards Outstanding Humanities
Teacher, and the Milken Family Foundation selected her to receive the Award for
Excellence in Education. She is the winner of the InfluencHer Award, the University
of Georgia Outstanding Educator Award, and the Turknett Character Award for
Servant Leadership. Mercedes-Benz recognized her in their Greatness Lives Here
campaign, and Women Works Media Group has named her one of Georgia’s Most
Powerful and Influential Women. 

Over the past thirty-four years, she has been a teacher, instructional lead teacher,
curriculum director, school-board member, staff-development trainer, and middle-
school principal. Kim is a bestselling author of three books: Crash Course: The Life
Lessons My Students Taught Me; Talk to Me: Find the Right Words to Inspire,
Encourage, and Get Things Done; and Fight Song: Six Steps to Passion, Power,
Peace, and Purpose.  Additionally, Kim shares her passion and love for her craft
with audiences around the world as a keynote speaker and professional
development trainer.



Holly is a full-time kindergarten teacher and literacy specialist who is passionate
about student engagement, differentiated instruction, and early literacy. She is
currently working on her Ph.D. in Reading, Language, and Literacy with a
specialization in Educational Neuroscience and loves helping teachers better
understand exactly how the brain learns when beginning to read and write. In the
classroom, her mission is to teach EVERY child to be a proficient reader and
writer, including those with dyslexia and/or other learning challenges. Outside of
the classroom, her mission is to help teachers bridge the gap between research
and practice in fun and engaging ways. Holly is also dedicated to giving back to
educators who work so hard in the classroom, and it was this shared passion that
forged her connection with the Kindergarten Smorgasboard/ELEVATE team.

Jake is an Ohio native who began his teaching career in Milwaukee, WI in 2015.
Having specialized in literacy and phonics instruction, Jake built a following on
social media for his engaging and rhythmic phonics lessons. He is extremely
passionate about structured literacy and inclusive classrooms. Jake is on his
seventh year of teaching and currently teaches First Grade. On the side, Jake
mentors college students at Marquette University as they work through their
senior year courses in elementary literacy. He is thrilled to be back for a second
year at ELEVATE!



Jackie is an enthusiastic curriculum writer and teacher trainer behind Pocket of
Preschool who loves supporting educators of little learners. She is a former
preschool teacher with over fourteen years of classroom teaching experience in
both full-day and half-day settings. She is from Missouri where she earned a
Masters and Bachelors in Early Childhood and Elementary Education from
Maryville University. Her goal is to help you unleash your teaching superpowers!
Jackie's passion is to inspire you with play-based activities, themed centers, and
supports that nurture and challenge little learners in a caring classroom
community. 

Vera Ahiyya was raised in El Paso, Texas with her wonderful mother and amazing
grandparents. Vera has taught Kindergarten and first grade for the last 16 years.
Her online presence is dedicated to influencing other educators by spreading her
vast knowledge and love of diverse children’s books. She is the author of
Rebellious Read Alouds, a professional development book for educators. She is
also the author of two picture books, You Have a Voice and KINDergarten.



Katie Knight is a 1st grade classroom teacher with a plan! Katie loves to share her
plans and ideas that help teachers become consistently happy and organized
while helping their young students grow in maturity and as readers and writers!
Katie speaks nationally at conferences, and you can find her on social media,
Teachers Pay Teachers and her blog, under Teacher To The Core! Katie
welcomes you in, and has you laughing, feeling energized, and leaves you
equipped to take action that makes your teaching life easier!

Christina (Miss DeCarbo) is a PreK-5 literacy coach and reading teacher for her
school district in Northeast, Ohio. She is trained in dyslexia and structured literacy
through the Orton Gillingham Academy and LETRS. Her research-based sessions
are packed with engaging lessons and creative tools to help students reach their
greatest potential as readers, writers, and problem-solvers. Christina is the
curriculum author of best-selling literacy intervention materials, and loves
collaborating with educators on Instagram @missdecarbo. As a mom to two little
ones at home, she enjoys spending time with family and drinking ALL the coffee! 



Research Citations
All ELEVATE conference sessions are based on research. It is one of

our requirements to be a speaker for ELEVATE.
 

Below are some of the sources from research that our speakers are
using within their classrooms for best instructional practices, and to

build their Professional Development sessions for ELEVATE!

BODROVA, E., LEONG, D., & WILDER-SMITH, A. D. (2023). Beyond the Art Center: How Prop Making Merges Art
and Make-Believe Play. NAEYC. https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/winter2023/beyond-the-art-
center 
Brown, V. (2016). Drama as a valuable learning medium in early childhood. Arts Education Policy Review,
118(3), 164-171. https://doi.org/10.1080/10632913.2016.1244780 
SALINAS-GONZÁLEZ, I., ARREGUÍN, M., & ALANÍS, I. (2018). Supporting Language: Culturally Rich Dramatic Play.
NAEYC. https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/dec2017/supporting-language-culturally-rich-dramatic-
play
Fine, M. (2022). Follow the Line: A kindergarten Journey from Lines to Letters. Young Children, 77(3). 
Tortorelli, L. S., Gerde, H. K., Rohloff, R., & Bingham, G. E. (2021). Ready, set, write: Early learning standards for
writing in the common core era. Reading Research Quarterly, 57(2), 729-752.
Duke, Nell K., and Kelly B. Cartwright. “The Science of Reading Progresses: Communicating Advances
beyond the Simple View of Reading.” Reading Research Quarterly, vol. 56, no. S1, 7 May 2021,
https://doi.org/10.1002/rrq.411. 
Lengel, Traci, and Mike Kuczala. The Kinesthetic Classroom: Teaching and Learning through Movement.
Google Books, Corwin Press, 26 Jan. 2010, books.google.com/books?
hl=en&lr=&id=HUA4zKBlsrsC&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=kinesthetic+movement+learning&ots=C3NDimz82F&sig=3M6ej
Uxq4-OR8y2atQjW0sTcFNY#v=onepage&q=kinesthetic%20movement%20learning&f=false. Accessed 28
Mar. 2023. 
Shanahan, Timothy. The National Reading Panel Report. Practical Advice for Teachers. ERIC, Learning Point
Associates/North Central Regional Educational Laboratory, 1120 E Diehl Rd, 2005, eric.ed.gov/?id=ED489535.
Fisher, Douglas, and Nancy Frey. “Gradual Release of Responsibility Instructional Framework.” IRA E-
Ssentials, 18 Oct. 2013, pp. 1–8, https://doi.org/10.1598/e-ssentials.8037. Accessed 27 Mar. 2023. 
Pearson, P, and Lynn Shanahan. In the Beginning: The Historical and Conceptual Genesis of the Gradual
Release of Responsibility 1 Subtext View Project Video Analysis, Positioning Theory View Project. 2022. 
Truckenmiller, Andrea J, and Brennan W Chandler. “The Reading League Journal - January/February 2023 -
Reader Registration Form.” Bt.e-Ditionsbyfry.com, The Reading League Journal, 1 Jan. 23AD, bt.e-
ditionsbyfry.com/publication/?
m=65767&i=779747&view=articleBrowser&article_id=4486720&id=24435&ver=html5. Accessed 27 Mar. 2023.
Rasinski, T. V. (2003). The Fluent Reader: Oral Reading Strategies for Building Word Recognition, Fluency, and
Comprehension. In Google Books. Scholastic Inc. https://books.google.com/books?
hl=en&lr=&id=6LTSIaZYA4YC&oi=fnd&pg=PA4&dq=fluency+and+comprehension&ots=t4KKLhfUrw&sig=Yw8zRrv
HiKb9s4pjR-bYM4WgaVs#v=onepage&q=fluency%20and%20comprehension&f=false 
Reutzel, D. R. (2009). Reading Fluency. ASHA Leader, 14(5), 10. https://doi.org/10.1044/leader.ftr1.14052009.10 
Robertson, S. (2009). Connecting Reading Fluency and Oral Language for Student Success. The ASHA
Leader, 14(5), 11–11. https://doi.org/10.1044/leader.ftr2.14052009.11
Beers, K., & Probst, E. (2017). Disrupting thinking: Why how we read matters: Why how we read matters.
Scholastic.
Bishop, R. S. (1990). Mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors. Choosing and Using Books for the Classroom,
6(3).



Research Citations
cont.

Chenoweth, R. (2019, September 5). Rudine Sims Bishop: “Mother” of multicultural children’s literature.
Osu.Edu. https://ehe.osu.edu/news/listing/rudine-sims-bishop-diverse-childrensbooks/
Duursma, E., Augustyn, M., & Zuckerman, B. (2008). Reading aloud to children: The evidence. Archives of
Disease in Childhood, 93(7), 554–557.
Fountas, I. C., & Pinnell, G. S. (1996). Guided reading: Good first teaching for all children. Heinemann.
Gold, J., & Gibson, A. (2001). Reading aloud to build comprehension. Reading Rockets.
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-aloud-build-comprehension (Originally published by
Northwest Education)
Hammond, Z. L. (2015). Culturally responsive teaching and the brain: Promoting authentic engagement and
rigor among culturally and linguistically diverse students. Corwin.
Kindle, K. J. (2009). Vocabulary development during read-alouds: Primary practices. The Reading Teacher,
63(3), 202–211.
Learning for Justice. (2021). Social justice standards. https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/social-
justice-standards
Neumann, S. B., Copple, C., & Bredekamp, S.(2000). Learning to read and write: Developmentally appropriate
practices for young children. National Association for the Education of Young Children.
Newton, E., Padak, N. D., & Rasinski, T. V. (2008). Evidence-based instruction in reading: A professional
development guide to vocabulary. Pearson Education.
Rice University. (n.d.). Diversity defined. https://canvas.rice.edu/courses/252/pages/diversity-defined
Ball, E. W., & Blachman, B. A. (1991). Does phoneme awareness training in kindergarten make a difference in
early word recognition and developmental spelling? Reading Research Quarterly, 26, 49–66.
doi:10.1598/RRQ.26.1.3. 
Foorman, B. R., Francis, D., Fletcher, J. K., Schatschneider, C., & Mehta, P. (1998). The role of instruction in
learning to reading: preventing reading failure in at-risk children. Journal of Educational Psychology, 90, 37–
55. doi:10.1037/0022-0663.90.1.37. 
Torgesen, J. K., Morgan, S. T., & Davis, C. (1992). Effects of two types of phonological awareness training on
word learning in kindergarten children. Journal of Educational Psychology, 84, 364–370. doi:10.1037/0022-
0663.84.3.364. 
Ehri, L. C. (2000). Learning to read and learning to spell: Two sides of a coin. Topics in Language Disorders, 20,
19–36. 
Lonigan, C., Schatschneider, C., & Westberg, L. (2008). Identification of children’s skills and abilities linked to
later outcomes in reading, writing, and spelling. In Developing early literacy: Report of the National Early
Literacy Panel (pp. 55–106). Washington, DC: National Institute for Literacy. 
Treiman, R. (1998). Why spelling? The benefits of incorporating spelling into beginning reading instruction. In
J. L. Metsala & L. C. Ehri (Eds.), Word recognition in beginning literacy (pp. 289–313). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 
Treiman, R., Tincoff, R., Rodriguez, K., Mouzaki, A., & Francis, D. J. (1998). The foundations of literacy: Learning
the sounds of letters. Child Development, 69, 1524–1540. 
Wagner, R. K., & Torgesen, J. K. (1987). The nature of phonological processing and its causal role in the
acquisition of reading skills. Psychological Bulletin, 30, 73–87. 
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Ready
to attend
ELEVATE?

Click below to be directed to the desired information.

Register Using a Purchase Order

Register With a Credit Card

Book Your Discounted Hotel Room

Download Our W9

Visit our
website

Contact
Us

Follow on
Facebook

Follow on
Instagram
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